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MARSHALL, Mayor. 
The Firſt Court, held on Tueſday the x 2th Day of No 


vember, 1744. and inthe Eighteenth Year of the Rey 
of King George the Second, of Great Britain, &. 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court x 
given to the Reverend Mr. Hawkyns, Chaplain 


the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor, for his Sema 
preached before this Court, and the Liveries of n 
ſeveral Companies of this City, at the Catheua © 
Church of St. Paul, on Monday, the Fifth Inſtant 0 
and that he be deſired to print the ſam. . 
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I Epiſt. zo TM. Chap. ii. latter Part of Ver. 2 


=———T hat we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


N the Words before the Text, the Apoſtle exhorts to that moſt 
charitable Act of praying for all Men, but, eſpecially, for thoſe 
in Authority, who are the Protectors of Piety ; ſuch we are 
to intercede for, becauſe to them we owe our peaceable Living 
in any Place, in the Exerciſe of Religion and virtuous Living ; that 
God would be pleaſed fo to afliſt them with his Grace in the Admi- 
niſtration of their Affairs, that their Subjects may enjoy under their 
Government the Bleſſing of Peace and Quietneſs, which are the bes 
Opportunities for Piety and Holineſs to flouriſh in. 

THAT we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty : Godlineſs and Honeſty are two Words of the utmoſt 
Importance ; for they contain our whole Duty both towards God and 
Man; Godlineſs, which we may otherwiſe call Religion, or all that 
relates to our Faith in God, and our Service of him; and Honeſty, 
which may comprehend all thoſe moral Duties, which relate to civil 
Society, and which. are ſo far from being diſpenſed withal by the 
Chriſtian Religion, that they are enforced and heightened by it ; 

For Nature, and the common Duties of it, are not deſtroyed but 
improved by Grace; and, therefore, whatever we were engaged to 
s Men before, we are now more ſtrictly obliged to obſerve as Chri- 
ſtians, being influenced by nobler Principles, and excited by plainer 
Encouragements, than the World ever knew before the Inſtitution of 
Chriſtianity ; We muſt, therefore, live in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; 
A 2 that 
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that is, in the true Faith, Worſhip, and Obedience of the true God, 
and in the conſtant Exerciſe of all moral and ſocial Virtues towards 
one another; and had this Doctrine had its due Influence, there 
would have been no Occaſion for this Day's Solemnity : For altho 
we meet here, in the Houſe of God, with Prayer and Thankſgiving 
in our Mouths, for the great and ſignal Deliverances we this Day 
annually commemorate : Yet muſt our Hearts be as full of Grief at 
the ſad Remembrance of thoſe Sins, that had ſo nigh brought us t 
Deſtruction ; and the Wickedneſs of thoſe who had contrived and 
plotted it : Doubtleſs this is a Day of Thankſgiving to God, yet i 
it a Day of Rebukeand Blaſphemy to our Nation, to have brought 
forth ſuch Children as could conſpire to deſtroy (as it were at one 
Blaſt) our whole Conſtitution; and, through a miſtaken Zeal, and fall 
Notions of Religion, as if the Goſpel of the merciful Jeſis was to be 
propagated by Fire and Sword, it was the Want of right Principle 


in the Doctrine of my Text, that was the Occaſion of ſo much 


Wickednefs. For when Men entertain wrong Notions of Religion 
and Obedience, to what monſtrous Acts of Cruelty and Wicked- 
neſs are they driven? And all, as they imagine, for the Sake of 
Religion and better Government. Of the Truth of this we have had 
too many fad Experiences, as Hiſtory, and this Day's Solemnity, 
loudly declare, 

To ſet forth, therefore, in as plain and clear a Light, as I can, the 
Apoſtle's Doctrine in my Text ſhall be the Subject of this Diſcourſe; 


namely, that Godline/s and Honeſty, or a right Senſe of our Duty 


towards God and Man, is the Foundation and Support of all good 
Government, that wwe may lead quiet and peaceable Lives in Goalineſi 


and Honeſty : To confider Godlineſs and Honeſty, as they are uſually 


conſidered in the World, we ſhall find them to be looked upon a 
two Things very oppoſite, whether we take themTn regard to ther 
Principle with relation to their Objects, or in reſpect of their End. 


— 
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| In regard to their Principle, Honeſty, according to the Jadgment 
of the World, is the effect of a good Temperament and a gentle Diſ- 
| poſition ; but Goalineſs the Gift of Grace. 

\ WirTu relation to their Objects, Honeſty is limited to the Duties 
| of Morality, and God/zne/5 reſtrained to the Worſhip and Service of 
| God. 
Ix reſpect to their End, Honeſty is made to propoſe nothing but 
| what is temporal ; and that Godlineſs only is to direct its Hopes and 
pretenſions towards Things eternal: But, notwithſtanding all the 
Oppoſition that may ſeem to be between theſe two, yet they are very 
ſtrictly united, and, in their utmoſt Perfection, depend one upon 
| the other, and are abſolutely inſeparable ; and that, for two Rea- 
E ſons, which deſerve our Attention: 


Fir/?, Becauſe it is impoſſible that a Man, who has no true God- 
lineſs and Religion, (for we take theſe Terms ſynonymouſly, 
that is, for two Words that mean the ſame thing) ſhould 
have any ſuch thing as real Honeſty. 


d And Secondly, Becauſe 'tis equally impoſſible, that he who has 
', no real Honeſty, ſhould have any ſuch thing as true Religion. 
be THEsE two Propoſitions we ſhall endeavour to prove: From the 


e frſt of which we ſhall be convinced of the Neceſſity of Religion, 
with reſpe& to the Duties we are engaged toin the World ; and the 
ſecond will ſhow us the Neceſſity of moral Honeſty, in reſpect to 
our Religious Obligations. And both together, will give us the Cha- 
Cer of a good Man and a Chriſtian, which is, what God expects 
rom every one of us, in the ſeveral Places and Stations to which he 
hath called us. | 


FIRST then, we ſay, that without Religion, there is no ſuch thing 


s real Zonefty among Men. Now, although every good Man is 
ſatisfied 
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fatisfied of the Truth of this, yet it may be uſeful to produce the 
Reaſons upon which we affirm it ; and, eſpecially, in the Age in 
which we live, where the Want of Religion manifeſts itſelf ſo 
plainly, in moſt Mens Principles and Actions; witneſs the diſſolute 
and corrupt Lives of the upper Part of Mankind, and the daring 
Boldneſs of the lower, filling our Streets with Robbery and Violence, 
I fay then, there can be no Honeſty without Religion, becauſe Re. 
ligion is the only true Rule, univerſal Principle and immoveable 
Foundation of thoſe Virtues and Duties, in which that which we 
call moral Honeſty, confiſts, 

2. SECONDLY, Becauſe every other Motive but Religion is too 
weak under ſome Temptation, to which our moral Virtues are often 


h 
6 
expoſed. > 
tl 


THIRDLY, and laſtly, Becauſe was there no Religion, Men would 


eaſily permit themſelves every thing, and without Scruple overturn 
all thoſe Laws, which conſpire to make our Lives peaceable and 


quiet. 


FIRST, Religion is the only Principle, upon which all thoſe Duties, 
which make up the Body of Morality are grounded. Religion, ſtrictly 
taken, is that Band which unites Man to God, as the firſt Being: 
Now in God, thus conſidered, all the Duties to which Men are obliged 
as Men, thoſe mutual Obligations they are to have one to another, 
meet as in their Center ; and, conſequently, 'tis impoſſible to be 
punctual in our Duty to God from a Principle of Religion, without 
being exact in our Duty to our Neighbour in the great Virtues of 
Equity, Truth, and Sincerity, Love or Charity, for Religion ſtriftly 
taken, for no more than our Duty to God, is ſo far from excluding 
any one Duty of the civil Life, that it includes them all, it ſtrengthens c 

rather than weakens them; and 1s fo far from deſtroying them, that Wl 


it is their only Foundation and Support ; for by virtue of that Prin- : 
ciple, which unites a Man to God, he gives to every one that which * N 
— 


belongs to him, Honour to whom Honour is due, Fear to whom Fear, 
Cuſtom 
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Cuſtom fowhom Cuſtom. He is faithful and obedient to his Sovereign, 
pectful to his Superiors, modeſt towards his Equals, tractable to- 


reſſ 
wards his Inferiors, charitable to the Poor, exact and ſcrupulous to 
preſerve the Rights and Intereſt of every Man; becauſe in his Reli- 
gion he finds all theſe things to relate to God, he looks on them as ſo 
many Appendixes to that ſupreme Worſhip and Reſpect he owes to 
him, which is the great obliging Motive that influences the regular 
Practice of all thoſe Duties, which are ſo neceſſarily uſeful in the 
civil Life; which was the ſame Reaſon, that Tertullian made uſe of 
to efface out of the Minds of the Heathen thoſe ill Impreſſions they 
had taken of the Chriſtians, as a People of no Faith or Virtue, 
even from the Principles of their Inſtitution : Our Religion, ſays he, 
is ſo far from being prejudicial to any Duties of Society, that no- 
thing, on the contrary, can engage us more powerfully to preſerve 
them: "Tis from that Principle alone, that we are induced to lead 
unblameable Lives; tis becauſe we profeſs and practice the Worſhip 
of the true God; tis from this Motive (continues he) quod orammus pro 
Inperatoribus, pro Miniſtris eorum, pro Poteſtatibus, pro Statu ſeculi, et 
1 Rerum quiete; that we pray for your Emperors and their Miniſters, for 
the Peace and Tranquillity of their State and Government; 'tis be- 
WE we are Chriſtians and ſtrict Obſervers of the divine Precepts 
„ of our Religion, that we do theſe things, that we wiſh Evil to none, 
he that we afflict no Man, defraud, injure, and deceive no Man. Thus 
were the primitive Chriſtians influenced and directed by their Reli- 
* tk as we have the Account from a Man who himſelf was one of 
them. 
* Ax as Eraſmus juſtly obſerves, where the Goſpel comes in Truth, 
it makes People more obedient to their Magiſtrates, more obſervant 
hat of the Laws, Lovers of Peace, and Haters of War, Huſbands 
i and Wives agree better, Children are more obedient to Parents, and 
ich dervants to Maſters; no Workman but performs his Taſk with 
greater Fidelity and Contentedneſs, nor Tradeſman but doth as he 
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would be done by; and, to ſreak in a Word, all Men will become 
more kind, ſlow to Revenge, leſs greedy of the World, and more 
ſober in the Enjoyment of it.“ Whenceit appears, that Religion in the 
Heart of a Man, is as the Primum Mobile in the Univerſe; which 
Philoſophers ſuppols to have ſo ſtrong an Influence, that it draws all 
after it, and to be fo univerſal and fo ſwift in its Motion, that ſhould 
it once come to be interrupted in its Courſe, would invalye all in 3 
general Confution, diſturb and overthrow the whole Fabrick and 
Order of Nature: And the ſame Effects would the Ruin of Religion 
have, not only in the Chriſtian, but alſo in the Political and Moral 
World ; for, ſhould the Fear of God come to nothing, and the Do- 
minion he has in the Soul of Man, be ſlighted, what muſt become 
of Order and of Honeſty, whereon ſhould they be grounded? Upon 
a Principle of Reaſon only? Alas! Nature, in the corrupt Condition 
to which Sin hath reduced it, is unable to make the leaſt Step towards 
Goodneſs ; Nature, blinded as it is by Paſſion, gives but very weak, 
dark, and fallible Directions: The loweſt Capacity cannot but ob- 
ſerve the Diſorders that would happen, if every one was to be guided 
by that which he calls the Light of Reaſon only; was to carve and 
chooſe as his Nature prompted him, was to determine what belonged 
to him, and to be Judge in his own Cauſe, and diſpoſe of Matters 
as his Reaſon ſhould direct, conſidered as independent of God, how 
many falſe Pretences would it not find to juſtify its Corruptions? 
To how many Sins would it not give the Name of Virtue ? 
WHEREFORE, wemay obſerve, that in things of great Importance, 
as Treaties, Contracts, Offices of Truſt, and the like, an Oath is 
required as a Kind of Religious Act, for the greater Security ; be- 
cauſe, without Religion, we cannot be ſure of Reaſon, and with- 
out ſuch Aſſurance, where God is taken as a Witneſs of their Inte- 


grity, Men would continually diſtruſt one another, and there would 
be 


* FEraſm, in Prafat. ad ſuum Eccleſiaſticum. 
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ie Ibe e perpetual Confuſion in Government and Society, if there were no 
re Mich Warrant and Security: For what is an Oath but a Kind of Cau- 
ie Non that Religion ſupplies Reaſon with, and an Earneſt given of its 
h uture Fidelity, from the Motive and Conſideration of God, taken as 
I Witneſs of its Integrity, and fo immediately engaged, to puniſh 
d the Contempt or Neglect of it: Which is what is practiſed by all 
a MWivilized Nations. Which is plain too from hence, that no Man 
d Mcould ever live at Eaſe, who knew his Life to be in the Hands of a 
Man that had no Religion: Have we not all the Reaſon in the World 
o diſtruſt a Man from the very Moment we ſhall know he owns 
no God? And to think ourſelves very unhappy when we fall into 
he Hands of ſuch a one? As, on the contrary, there can be no 
greater Satisfaction, than to know we have to do with one that fears 
od, and lives up to his Religion: And who is there, that, having 
5 Eſtate or Life at Stake, and being at Liberty to chooſe his Arbi- 
ator, would not take the Man whom he believed to have the moſt - 


* 
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>- Miczard for Religion? A plain Sign that Religion is the Ground of all 
te Honeſty in the World: But, it may be ſaid, perhaps, that, inde- 
d endantly of all Religion, there are juſt and upright Perſons, to whom 


Nature and Reaſon have given all that's fit to make a good Man: 
e know what Sort of Men they are who pretend this; but that 
it is no more than a Pretence, we have the Experience of all Ages 
to ft 

Fo 5 was there no Religion, that is no Fear of God, no Ex- 
pectations of future Rewards and Puniſhments, where ſhould we 
Ind Juſtice and Honeſiy? In ſuch a Caſe, would not the Covetous, 
he Ambitious, and the Revengeful, ſuch as are cager in the Purſuit 
f Riches or Glory, would they not -puſh on their Deſires to the 
tmoſt Exceſs, were they perſuaded there is no God? What ſhould 
prevent them from ſecking their own Ends and Advantage by any 
Means whatſoever ? Or, from Gicriicing, without Scruple, the Ho- 
B nour, 
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nour, Eſtate, or Lives of their Brethren, when in Competition with 
their Intereſt? For, looking upon all things whatever to be nothing 
better than themſelves. they hope for no more Reward of Virtue in 
another Life, than they fear the Puniſhment of their Crimes there, 

AND how then is it poſſible for ſuch as lie under the Prejudice 
theſe damnable Opinions, to live like honeſt Men? 

SECONDLY, We ſaid, that there could be no real Hone/fy without 
Religion, becauſe, without ſuch a reſtraining Principle as Religin 
is, it would be impoſſible to reſiſt certain ſingular Temptations, 1 
which our Morality is often expoſed ; by ſuch Temptations, I wou 
be underſtood thus, as when a conſiderable Advantage may be go 
by falſe Dealing, without the Danger of a Diſcovery ; when ; 
Friend may be ſerved at the Expence of the unfortunate ; when: 
Man is in a Condition of doing much Miſchief to his Enemy with 
out receiving any himſelf; when he can conceal his Guilt under the 
Cloak of Innocence, and cover abominable Crimes under a ſpecion 
Pretence of ſerving the Publick ; when he can run into all Kinds d 
Diſorders without incurring the Cenſure or Reproach of Men: 
Theſe, we fay, are Temptations, which it is in a manner impoſſilt 
to reſiſt, unleſs aſſiſted by Religious Motives ; and, fince there 
not much Religion left in the World, we can't think it ſtrange 
find many Inſtances of ſuch irregular Practices, for where there) 
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no Senſe of Religion, there is nothing ſtrong enough in Man to ꝙ / ing 
poſe Temptations of this Nature; whatever ſome may boaſt of u and 
Forces of Reaſon in theſe Caſes, yet we cannot be perſuaded ta anc 
any Man did ever yet maſter his Luſts and Paſſions, by the bang {ive 
Strength of Reaſon and Argument, without ſome more ſpecial Li it t 
or Influence from above; for although many of the ancient FW the 
loſophers have ſeemed from their profound Knowledge and Wildonl be « 
to have gotten the Victory over them, yet we are rather inclin erer 


to think that even thoſe ViRories in them, were the Gift _ Go 
= | (thou 
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(though they knew it not) as a Reward of their other Virtues induſ- 
triouſly acquired, than purely the native Offspring of their own 
Knoxledge : For, though Reaſon may in ſome Sort be our Guide 
and our Governor too, yet we ſhall never find, that it ever fully and 
wholly ſubdued, (let People ſay as they pleaſe) any Man's evil and 
erring Affections, it was never yet found of Ability to deſtroy or en- 
tireiy mortify any one Luſt or Paſſion ; it is too weak to be relied on 
alone, for being only a clearer Judgment than ordinary of ſome cer- 
tain things here below, though it may ſomewhat, from the divine 
Aſſiſtance, regulate, lead, or direct the Aﬀections, yet it can never 
abſolutely reclaim them ; they will move in Spite of us, and in the 
far greateſt Part of Mankind, how apparently do the Affections go- 
vern? So that were it not from ſome ſpecial preventing Provi- 
| dence, how readily would Mankind run into all manner of Extra- 
vagance ? As the World would return into its firſt Confuſion, were 
it not for the Hand of its great Creator. Reaſon is many times a 
good Help, but we very often want a better. 

THe great Uſe of it, therefore, is, when ſhe finds herſelf at a 
Loſs, as ſhe often muſt do, from her own Diſability, found out and 
acknowledged, to pray in Aid of ſome ſtronger Power, which may 
withhold us from committing thoſe Crimes to which we are ſo prone 
by Nature, which can be no other than the Spirit of God reſtrain- 
ing by his Grace, and prompting us by his Holy Spirit to embrace 
and follow the Rules and Precepts of Religion. With this Aſſiſt- 
ance there's no Temptation which may not be overcome, no proud 
ſwelling Affection, that may not readily be cruſhed down; whereas, 
if the Succour our Religion affords us once comes to be lighted, and 
the Characters of Godlineſs it hath imprinted on our Minds, come to 
be effaced, there is then nothing left to curb or reſtrain Iniquity, and 
even all the Laws that tend to promote Piety and Goodneſs, and 
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conſpire to make our Lives exact and unblameable, peaceable ang 
quiet, become uſeleſs and ineffectual. 

THIRDLY, Which was the third and laſt Reaſon we offered g 
ſhew the Neceſſity of adding Religion to Morality, which is ſo plan 
that it ſcarce requires the Proof ; the beſt Argument is Experience, 
for we too often ſee of what mean Conſideration all other Motives 
towards the Encouragement of Godlineſs, where a Senſe of Religin 
is wanting; and how eaſily ſuch Kind of People allow themſelye 
in all manner of Wickedneſs, without Scruple. 

WHENCE weconclude, that as long as Religion, and a due Feu 
of God, can influence the Minds of Men, ſo far they will be juf 
and careful in the Performance of their Duty ; but ſuch as hay 
worn out the Impreſſion of Faith and Godlineſi, as they will ſcrupt 
no Iniquity, ſo are they no longer fit for human Society, for as ther 
is no ſuch thing as real Honeſty without Religion, no more can ther 
be any true Religion where there is no moral Honeſty ; which wi 
our ſecond general Propoſition, and what remains to be conſidered in 
a few Words, | 

As there is a Kind of Hypocriſy, whoſe Property is to deceive pe 
others, ſo there is another more refined and ſubtle, by which w . 
deceive ourſelves in Matters of Religion; and, although the Fic 
ſeems to be more finful, as abuſing the moſt holy Things to the 5 
worſt Purpoſes, yet we muſt own the Second to be incomparably ii 
molt dangerous, becauſe it deceives us at firſt ſetting out, by giving 
us a falſe Notion of Religion, from which we make ſo many fall 
Steps as are ſeldom, if ever, recovered ; and under this Kind of Hy: 
pocriſy we may rank abundance of thoſe that go for Chriſtians 


that is, they who would be thought to have a large Stock of K, f 
gion, and yet want common Honeſty, For how many are ther , 
in the World, that are fo blind and ignorant as to think, that, though unc 
they are guilty of a thouſand Iniquities, yet, if they can but keep N a 


up 
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up a fair Outſide in Religion, that then they are a godly People ? Now 
tis in Oppoſition to this, that we ſay, that whoever has no more 
than an external Form of Godlineſs, which conſiſts in a reputable 
Conduct in the Sight of Men, has no Religion, and but the Shadow 


of Honeſty. And further, that ſuch a Life from the ill Conſequences | 


and Effects of it, is a Scandal and Reproach to all true Religion. 

Ir any Man among you ſeem to be religious, and bridleth not his 
Tongue (faith St, James) but deceiving his own Heart, than Man's 
| Religion is vain, Jam. i. 26, Conſider, therefore, if a practical 
Error 1s enough to blaſt our Religion, if the Indiſcretion of an unbri- 
dled Tongue is able to deſtroy it, what will thoſe Actions do which fill 
Hell with Horror, and Earth with Deſtruction ? Rath Judgments, dou- 
ble Dealings, ſecret Treacheries, and abominable Frauds, and horrid 
Blaſphemies, and dreadful Profancnefs, what will not theſe do? Is it 
poſſible to reconcile theſe with a Religion which St. James think in- 
conſiſtent wich the ſingle Diſorder of the Tongue ; a Heathen could 
never think theſe reconcileable to his Mrrality, and ſhall a Chriſtian, 
educated in a far better School, brought up in the Rules of the Goſ- 
| pel, imagine them confiſtent with the Purity of that holy Inſtitution ? 

And yet, to reflect upon the common Practice of Mankind, we ſhall be 
ready to conclude, that they have ſuch Thoughts, however abſurd they 
are; vir. That a decent outward Appearance, a ready Entertainment. 
of the Articles of Faith, and a zealous Diligence in the external Service 
of God, are ſufficient to make a good Chriſtian ; but we cannot think 
ſo, becauſe we are ſatisfied that a virtuous Life, is as eſſential in the 
Compoſition of a ſound Chriſtian. as a right Belief, and that God 
can never worthily be ſerved by People without Truth or Conſcience. 

Ir you ſhould aſk, why Religion and Morality are thus ſubordinate 
and have ſuch near Dependences on another ? we lay, 'tis from an. 
unchangeable Order of Providence : For, as Grace is engrafted on 
Nature, fo Religion is tounded on Morality, and you cannot ruin the 

one, 


1 4 _ M ON preached before the 


* 


one, but you muſt deſtroy the other, if you take away Honeſty and 
a good Conſcience, Religion decays of Courſe: for to fancy great 
things of Religion, and to flatter ourſelves with being very godh, 
though we have no Regard to the Duties of moral Honeſty, is t 
build upon a Foundation of Hay and Stubble, tis like Nebuchag. 
neggar's Image, to have a Head of Gold, and Feet of Clay; tha 
is, high Thoughts of our Condition, though attended with base 
Actions, and an infamous Life; which is not only inconſiſtent with 
true Religion, but alſo a vile Reproach and Scandal to it; for what 
ever brings a Contempt upon it, whatever deprives it of the Eſteem 
and Reputation it deſerves, whatever renders it odious and cauſes i 
to be evil ſpoken of among Men, is a Reproach and an Injury t 
Religion: And can any thing ſooner make it loſe the Reſpect that i 
due to it than a Want of Honefty in the Profeſſors of it? Can ay 
thing make it more contemptible than to ſee Men pretending a Zei 
for God, and yet unjuſtly and barbarouſly oppreſſing their Neighbour! 
Are they not theſe things that give the wicked Occaſion to revik 
Religion, as if that were anſwerable for all thoſe Injuſtices? Fer 


how few are there, alas ! that have Equity enough to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween what it permits and what it commands, between the Purity 


ob its own Nature and the ill Conduct of its Profeſſors? Are not 
moſt Men ready to confound theſe things, and throw the whol: 


Blame on Religion? And which way can we anſwer their Re- 
Proaches, if we do not amend our Lives? We know their Reafon- 


ing is falſe, and we know too that Religion is not anſwerable for ſuci 
Diſorders; but we know alſo, that the Ungodly continue to reproact 
it upon that Account, and will as long as the unhappy Occaſion 
remains, namely, the ill Lives of Chriſtians, 


To conclude, therefore, let us be perſuaded to live anſwerably 


to our Chriſtian Profeſſion, ſo ſhall we do Honour to our Rellgict, 
"> 


Right Honourable the Lox b-Ma ror, & F. 15 


and ſufficiently juſtify it to have that Glory, Energy, and Power, 
which we have attributed to it; fo ſhall we give it its true and proper 
Vindication, which is better done in a few good Works, than in a 
Multitude of Words ; and it is much to be feared, that for Want of 
the Manifeſtation of the Firſt, our Father which is in Heaven, 1s 
ſo little and ſo ſeldom glorified, and ſo much and ſo often diſho- 
noured as he is: Becauſe, I ſay, our Works do not ſo clearly mani- 
feſt to the World, that we verily and aſſuredly believe there is a God, 
as ſome others do, that they believe there is none. 

LET us conſider this, and reſolve to live according to what we 
profeſs with a ſound Faith and fincere Heart towards God, in @ loyal 
Obedience towards his Majeſty, and in an impartial Integrity towards 
our Neighbour ; ſo ſhall we be juſt to ourſelves, and conſult our own 
Intereſt the beſt way ; for, by preſerving the Peace and Quietneſs of 
of our Lives, in the Peace of a good Conſcience here, we ſhall ſecure, 


through the Merits of Chriſt, the Poſſeſſion of eternal Happineſs 
hereafter, 


Which God in Mercy grant, &c. 
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